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1. Introduction

Japanese is one of the languages whose phrase structure has long been considered to be basically flat (e.g., Farmer 1980, Hale 1980)....
2. Japanese Phrase Structure Case Marker Drop

The basic transitive pattern of Japanese is as exemplified in (1).
(1) 
Taro-ga
sono
hon-o

katta.

Taro-NOM
the
book-ACC
bought

“Taro bought the book.”
As shown, the subject NP receives the nominative Case and the object NP receives the accusative Case. When the verb is an action verb as in (1)…1
Notes
*I would like to thank…

1In Chomsky (1965),…
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